
 Roy H Olson
 Pam Olson Wallin
 Michael and Mary Orman
 Katie Orr
 Donald David Owen and 
 Meg  Deland
 Doug Palbicki
 Judith Peacock
 Dorothy G. Petersen
 Shane Peterson
 Paul Peyrat
 Charles R Pickett
 Taylor Quinlan
 Fred Raiche
 Cynthia Ralls
 Barbara Rawley
 Evan and Becky Reed
 Ronald Riess and Janet 
Timmerman
 Adam Rogall
 John M. Rosen
 Janice Swanson Sammelson
 Richard Sandeen
 Richard Scarlett
 Derek Schmit
 Robert Schweitzer
 John Sieff
 Emilie (Edie) Davidson Slape
 Nate Slinde
 Sheila McCarthy Smith
 Alice Sorenson
 Margaret Spriggs and 
 Jim Hanneman
 Mary Spriggs
 Nancy C. State
 Paul Steiner
 Myrna Rose Strand

 John Stratton
 Dean A. Stromwall
 Sylvia Sykora
 Sam Ternes
 Jerry Teschendorf
 Tom and Cora Thiss
 Mary Thompson
 Howard I Thorsheim
 Lois Tigay
 Lee H Trelstad
 James M Urnes Sr
 Nicholas Vagle
 Deborah Van Valkenburgh
 Robert E. Vik
 Jean Lammers Volna
 Paige Van Vorst
 John and Ellen Walthour
 Peter Warner
 Ryan T Watts
 Michael Welbaum
 Kevin Yellick
 Aaron Paul Youngdahl
 Peter Youngdahl
 Mitchell C Zavada
 Gen. Financial Management

Honorarium/Memorial

In honor of Ann Marie Olson ‘87;  
 Laurie Olson Wells ‘90’; 
 Cooper Wells, 2018;
  Ellie Wells, 2021
In honor of Bill and 
 Judy McGoldrick
In honor of Class of 1956
In honor of Class of 1978
In honor of class of ‘56 

 members turning 80 in 2018
In honor of grandchildren 
 Augie Bent and Lewie Bent
In honor of Sylvester Cup 
 Scholarship Fund/John 
 Sylvester
In honor of The Beck/
  Bergstrom Family
In honor of Vicki Bunker
In memory of 1954 deceased  
 members of basketball team
In memory of Alex Light Jacobs
In memory of Anne Barber Dunlap
In memory of Arlene Swain
In memory of Bill Feidt ‘59
In memory of Bill Shinn (‘53)
In memory of Bruce Temte 
 and Mike Myers
In memory of Chris Hinerman
In memory of deceased members 
 of 1954 basketball team
In memory of Dennis Longren,  
 Dick Anderson, Alan Peterson
In memory of Dorothy 
 Hesper Stevenson
In memory of Douglass Addison  
 and Steve Luers
In memory of EA Kimball
In memory of Elizabeth June Sieff
In memory of 
 Ethan J. Monson-Dupries
In memory of Frank and 
 Georgette Ario
In memory of 
 Helen Hughes Winters and 
 Wm. Clarence Winters
In memory of Holly Willis ‘55

In memory of Janet L. Benson,  
 former WHS teacher
In memory of Jim Erickson (‘64)
In memory of John Bud and  
 Jeanne Carroll Class of ‘42
In memory of John Simus and  
 Larry Hendrickson
In memory of 
 Judy Nylin Strand (‘58)
In memory of Kris Erickson
In memory of Louise Everett King  
 and Bill Everett
In memory of 
 Marie Spong Mellgren (‘48)
In memory of 
 Mary Ann Sackett Bracket
In memory of
  Mary Sue Hanson Taylor
In memory of Matt Greenberg (‘55)
In memory of Nick Devit
In memory of 
 Ora McLaughlin, English Teacher
In memory of Parker Cramer, 
 Class of 1955
In memory of Pat Stubbs (‘61)
In memory of Peter Sovell ‘69
In memory of Peter Stitt ‘58
In memory of Taunee and 
 Mary Sue
In memory of Toni Stoll Orfi eld
In memory of Warren Gustafson  
 and Alan Nebelthau
In honor of William Lydell,   
former music teacher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 13: Jazz Band Winter Concert

December 16 - 17: Music Department Holiday 

Concerts

December 18-19: Blackbox Theater Showcase

February 27-29 and March 1: Winter Play

April 30, May 1-3, May 7-10: Phantom of the Opera

Please note that dates sometimes change. To 
confi rm dates and learn about other events visit 
www.washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar_of_events.
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Washburn High School Foundation
FALL 2019 201 West 49th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419-2588

Dear Friends, 

As I look back on another wonderful Washburn Homecoming weekend fi lled with rekindling 
connections with old friends, making new friends and memories, and celebrating our students 
and student-athletes in competition, I’m reminded of why I love Washburn. At Washburn, we have 
a strong, stable, community high school with a rich heritage of success in academics, arts, and 
athletics; and a great tradition of being interwoven into the community that makes the school 
and the surrounding neighborhoods better.

The Homecoming football game was a great autumn night fi lled with multiple pre-game parent- 
and alumni-hosted tailgate events, some of which were fundraisers for Washburn High School 
athletics or Foundation. The stands were packed with current and former Washburn students and 
families, neighbors and community members. It was a similar vibe for the Homecoming dance on 
Saturday, with students and parents spreading out across our community for pre-dance pictures 
and the students celebrating their “Millerdom” at the Homecoming dance held at Washburn. 

Washburn’s success story continues with many athletic teams experiencing success this fall. 
The arts continue to shine with the production of “Hair” this fall and new ceramics and choir 
teachers. Enrollment is holding steady at a very solid 1,640 students. The ever-challenging 
budget scenario has been met with equity and balance by the Principal Dr. Emily Palmer and the 
administrative team. There have been additions in key areas, including two new social workers, 
many experienced teachers and two new deans, one Spanish-speaking and one Somali-speaking, 
to maximize engagement with and support of Washburn’s wonderfully diverse student body.  

The hugely impactful Foundation mini-grant program continues to bring unique and valuable 
experiences and classroom additions to Washburn students, student-artists, and student-
athletes. Grants requested by the administrative team help to bring value-added amenities and 
beautifi cation to Washburn’s facilities and campus.

Numerous scholarships administered by the WHS Foundation continue to increase opportunities 
for Washburn students. In 2019, Washburn graduates once again showed their true “orange and 
blue” in an impressive list of post-secondary collegiate academic, athletic, and artistic pursuits 
as well as trade and apprenticeship opportunities.

Most importantly, all of this success doesn’t happen in a vacuum. Your support and advocacy 
has always been paramount to ensuring Washburn’s continued success. Please go to 
WashburnConnections.org or use the enclosed envelope to make a meaningful 
contribution to the Washburn High School Foundation. Thank you for your continued support!

Go Millers!

Mark Bachman, ‘91
President, Washburn High School Foundation

INSIDE
Academics & Mini Grants
Page 2
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Page 3

Athletics
Page 4 

Virginia Mae Nelson Mooty 
Scholarship
Page 5

Donors & Upcoming Events
Pages 6-8



THE LEGACY NEWSLETTER    FALL 2019      VOLUME 37

Principal’s Update
We are off to a great start at Washburn this fall! Our enrollment is steady, as 

of Oct. 1, our offi cial count was 1640 students. We appreciate that Washburn 
continues to be a destination school for so many families. 

We are in year two of a 3-year school improvement plan (SIP). Our goals focus on 
improving graduation rates and differentiating instruction to meet the needs 
of all learners, especially our advanced learners and learners who need more 
support.

We were thrilled to see our 2018 graduation rates rose in all categories. Our 
overall graduation rate tied Southwest High School for best in the city at 87%. 
The state will not release 2019 data until February, but we are confi dent that our 
efforts are continuing to bear fruit. 

This year, we added some fantastic people to our faculty and staff. We have two 
great new social workers and eight new, but mostly very experienced, teachers. 
We also added two new deans, one Spanish-speaking and one Somali-speaking, 
which was an important goal for our families. 

Unfortunately, our budget is tight this year. We no longer qualify for Title 1 
funds because only 36% of our students qualify for free/reduced lunch. This 
means less compensatory revenue as well, leaving us with less funding for non-
teaching staff and supplies. We prioritize personnel over supplies, especially 
the fi ve counselors and four deans who help keep our school stable. 

Support from the Washburn High School (WHS) Foundation is more important 
than ever. Foundation grants allow us to buy things we couldn’t otherwise 
afford, like logo welcome mats, logo athletic tents, new tables and dollies, and 
the beautiful aquarium in the new science wing.  

The mini-grants from the Foundation also help 
our teachers - $650 per teacher makes a 
difference, and they really appreciate it. So 
a big THANK YOU to all our alumni and donors 
who so generously support our WHS Foundation. 
You make a difference! 

ACADEMICS MINI-GRANT - Nearly $40,000 
given to Washburn High School 
teachers, coaches and staff.
“These grants have helped generate some of the most meaningful learning experiences our 
students encounter throughout their time at Washburn,” said Jim Schmit, a Washburn High School 
(WHS) English teacher.

More than 50 grant requests from WHS educators, coaches, and staff were submitted this fall, 
and a total of $39,000 was awarded to enrich all WHS students’ educational experiences. We 
are extremely pleased with the diverse ways our funds impact student’s learning and their high 
school experiences.

One came from four teachers representing different departments: social studies, English, theatre 
arts and federal setting 3. These teachers will bring more than 200 students to Penumbra 
Theatre’s well-regarded and thought-provoking play “Pipeline.” 

 “This play focuses on the experiences of many black students in the education system. We would 
like to bring students to this play to open up a dialogue around race, academia and the prison 
pipeline system and then get curious about how this impacts students of color at Washburn,” said 
Drama/Theater Teacher Crystal Spring.

We also received the fi rst request from the girls’ tennis team. Under new coach, Ryan Hoag, the 
program has doubled in size this season and the Millers won the conference title for the fi rst time 
since 1992. Your funds provided a ball machine for this growing program. Go Millers!

Dr. Emily Palmer, Principal

Front row: Delane Woods (student dean), Crystal Spring 
(black box theatre teacher), Jim Schmit (Instructional 
Specialist)
Back row: Kevin Zonnefeld (social studies teacher, Ana 
Arevalo (ELL teacher), Lately Mazzitello (student dean)”

2

International Baccalaureate diploma recipients fi nd rewards
Washburn High School (WHS) is proud of the 11 students who earned the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma in 2019. This is our second year in a row with a double-digit 
number of students earning this diploma, which is the most rigorous course of study available at the high school level. 

The Class of 2020 has 17 IB diploma candidates this year. IB courses offer not only a strong curriculum, but instructional strategies focused on critical and creative thinking 
with a global perspective. 

To earn this diploma, students must take IB-level classes their junior and senior years, and achieve a certain score on all of the IB exams. They also need to complete an 
extended essay on a topic of their choice as well as document hours of extracurricular activities and service to the community. 

In 2019, senior Evalyn “Evie” Bair was accepted to University of Wisconsin-Madison, and because of her IB diploma was awarded credit for her entire freshman year. She started 
in the fall as a sophomore. Her mom, Karen, said, “When she started the IB journey this “win” was not part of our knowledge, and although I advocate that IB candidates 
should do it because they want to, this fi nancial upside will afford her additional opportunities during her college years that we did not expect.” Evie credits her teachers 
throughout her four years at WHS for preparing her well for college. Congratulations Evie!

Other 2019 IB diploma students are now attending top colleges including West Point Military Academy and Wesleyan University.
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 Dana Lonn
 Kristin Wright Louden
 Amy C Swenson Magnusson
 Bradley Mahannah
 Stephen and Brenda Mahannah
 Jeanne Massey and Paul Taylor
 Patrick Kenneth McCoy
 John and Cindy McCreary
 Walter E Meadley  Jr
 Wesley Mellgren
 Marlene Vartdal Meyer
 Chris and Cathy Middlebrook
 Robert & Bonita Mitchell
 Tilman Moe
 Tom and Karen Swenson Moe
 Geraldine Mooers
 Daniel K Moore
 Steve and Wendy Moore
 John C (Jack) and Char Mueller
 Joelle Murray
 David T Mykkeltvedt
 Jim Nelson
 Jay and Staci Nesbit
 Stuart Nielsen
 Craig Norvell
 David and Barbara Odegard
 Theron Odlaug
 Dale and Kathleen Olson
 Jason and Jaki Ortmeier
 Judith F Paine
 Charles and Joanne Parsons
 David and Angel Paulson
 Rev. James F Peters
 Brad Peterson and Anne Hoops
 Ross and Gail Peterson
 John and Joan W. Petroff 
 Living Trust
 Daniel E Pike
 Perry C. Plank
 Laura Putnam
 Jeffrey and Lisa Quist
 John Radtke
 Evan and Becky Reed
 Judith Anderson Remington
 Richard Reuter
 Deb Reutter
 Lawrence A. Rivers
 Susan Robiner
 Douglas F Roome
 Charles Russell
 Kim Osborne Salistean
 Nancy and Tom Saxhaug
 Denise Scharlemann
 Alan M Schlesinger
 Herbert A. Schoening
 Camille Schroeder
 Darren Selberg

 Keith Shifrin
 Cheryl A and Bruce Skalbeck
 E. Walter Slibeck
 Ann Smith
 Sheri Smith
 Rolf E and Roberta Sonnesyn
 Jim Stelzig
 Judith Hatling Stitt
John and Kathy Stone
 Stoos-Tysver Family Trust 
 Kevin Strawman
 Nadine (Toddy) Grill Sturdevant
 David J Sutton
 G. Rolf Svendsen
 Tom H. Swain
 Chuck and Barbara Swanson
 Ralph and Bonnie 
 Wachter Swenby
 Jacquelyn Tennant
 Randy Thompson
 Thompson Trust 
 Joshua J Tjaden
 Eric and Gretchen Tuck
 James Tucker
 Robert E. Vik
 Stephen Wallfred
 Bill and Cecilia Walsh
 William K. Wangensteen
 Allen W. Wehr
 Judy Wehr
 David and Sara Weingartner
 Paul Welschinger
 Jeffrey S Werner
 Ronald Whitchurch
 John White
 Katherine L. Winter
 Annadell and 
 Jeffery Witta Christman
 Doris Wong
 M. K. Woods
 Michael Woods
 Phillip J Zavada

Reunion, Washburn ‘59

Boosters $1-$99

 Jeffrey Alberts
 Mary Frederick Ames
 Joel Andell
 C Wilson and R Pauline Anderson
 Eric Anderson
 Anonymous
 JoAnne M Arndt
 Andrew and Katherine Bachman
 Thomas W Balcom
 Barbara Bauer

 Roger Beauchaine
 Steven Beck
 Thomas A Belka
 John H Berglund
 Casey Bergseth
 Richard S Bezdeny
 Gwili Blair
 Thomas Loren Bodger
 Rick Brimacomb
 James and Edith Broten
 Frederic and Karen Brown
 Sally Brown
 Charles (Charlie) Browning
 Karlotta C Heckrich Carlson
 Jeffrey Carstens
 Timothy Christopher Carstens
 George O Christoferson
 Christopher Clancy
 Rose N. Cohen-Brown
 Megan Conners
 John A Cullen
 Rich Dahl
 Shannon Dahl
 James and Judy Daugherty
 John and Pamela Deering
 Jeanette Dunham
 Mark DuPont and 
 Kate Price-Dupont
 Andrea Durbin
 Robert A. Dyste Trust
 Bruce and Sandy Eichinger
 Mike Elness
 Kelly Engbrecht
 Matt Engen
 Erik Engholm
Jeanne Taylor Erickson
 Susan E Erickson
 Matthew Evans
 Simon Evans
 Carl R and Elsie Evenson
 John P Farrell
 Dave Fisher
 William D and Sonja Flory
 Todd Fritz
 Vincent Garry
 James A Gibson
 Stuart D. Gibson
 Melissa Gjerde
 Jeremy and Sarah Graff
 Douglas A Greven
 Glen Gustafson
 Richard E Hage
 Grace A Ross Han
 Kenneth R Hande   Md
 Brad Hansen
 Eileen E. Hanson-Kelly
 Jeanne M Harkness

 Janet Hatch
 Caroline  Dean Herr
 Jill Eileen Peterson Heuring
 Lynn and Diane Hitchcock Hiden
 William E Hill
 Robert M Hilleque and 
 Linda Bergh
 Carol T. Hipps
 Kyle Hogan
 Charles Holmes
 Brent Holten
 James Huckle
 Grace Huenemann
 William Huttner
 Frederick Ingersoll
 Ethan K Johnson
 Karen L. Johnson
 Noah Johnson
 Paul Johnson
 Susan Richmond Johnson
 Terrance Johnson
 William R Jorgenson
 Thomas W. Keljik
 Tonu Kiesel
 Kip (Irving.P.) Knelman
 Todd Knutson
 Emily Kornecki
 Larry Kriedberg
 Kraig Kuelbs
 Dorothy Raetz Kunze
 John W and Ann Labree Jr
 Nancy D. Langer
 Donald Larson
 Peter J Lee
 Carol E Lindberg
 Jean Jorgenson Linne
 Polly Cochran Madson
 Dennis Maetzold
 Carol Wachter Mannetter
 Nathan Marsten
 Richard and Lynn Martin
 Kathleen Nelson Mathiesen
 Jean McHugh
 Christine Meloni
 Susan Metsala
 Georgean Mettler
 Paul and Barbara Mikelson
 Alan D. Mogck
 Saralee Dworsky Mogilner
 Jon Nicholson
 Randy Niemiec
 Dorothy Nordness
 Byron Nordstrom
 David Novak
 Dan Oberpriller
 Pamela R. Olson
 Douglas L Olson 7



THE LEGACY NEWSLETTER    FALL 2019      VOLUME 37

Thank you, donors!
The Washburn High School Foundation would like to thank the following people who made donations between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. 

Because of you, we are able to continue our goal of making Washburn High School the top high school in Minneapolis with the best teachers, the 
best resources and the best-prepared students for the future. Thank you for your continuous support and donations!

Scholar $10,000+

 Estate of Charles Standing 
 Estate of Lowel Figen
 Robert and Kathy Greiling
 Kopp Family Foundation 
 John W. Mooty

Gold Medalist $1,000-$4,999

 Paula and Kevin Ario
 Mark and Carrie Bachman
 Steven Beck
 Jerry Bergfalk
 Sally A. Callhan
 Robert J. and Janet Christianson
 Mill City Cleaning
 Tom and Paula Crouch
 Holly Firehammer
 Robert and Kathy Greiling
 Karin Jean Grossman
 Bruce and Jean Grussing
 Stuart and Gail Hanson
 Richard (Dick) and 
 Elizabeth Kinyon
 Brian Love and Ann Sonnesyn
 Karl J Nelson
 William B   Bill Nelson
 Dan Oberpriller
 Maryan Schall
 Tina Sherman
 Carin and Bill Simpson
 Joseph P. Sullivan
 John and Carrie Tietz
 Pat Wuest
 Estate Of Barbara Connelly 

Miller Pride $500-$999

 Todd and Shari Anderson
 Philip B Bell
 Ted E and Julie Dyste
 Elizabeth Fisher
 Lynn R. Fulton
 Jim Furber
 Karen Wiggins Johnson
 Brett and Lynda Lange

 Tristen and Steve Lindemann
 Doug and Leslie Melnyk
 John W. Nyquist
 Ronald James Peterson
 Craig D Ruhsam
 The Tipping Family Foundation 

Washburn Connectors
$100-$499

 Eric Andersen
 Amy Anderson
 Barbara C Adams Anderson
 John M. Anderson
 Paul Anderson
 Roger C. Anderson
 David Ario
 Joel Ario
 Kari and Leon Ball
 Louise Moe and Donn Barber
 Edward C. Bather
 William H (Bill) Baxter
 Jane Becker
 Alix Hagman Behm
 Toni A. and James A. Beitz
 Herbert Bell
 Michael B. Belzer
 Mick Benson
 Herbert and Lynne Benz
 Jerrold F Bergfalk
 Tom Bergseth
 Robert (Ted) Bergstrom
 Robert S Berkwitz
 Roger Beauchaine
 John Boyt
 James Bracket
 John & Phyllis Brenneman
 David Brown and Karen Strand
 Vicki Bunker
 John and Jane Burton
 Dayton C Carlson
 Susan Clausen Casey
 Marilyn Miller Chapman
 Henry W. and Linda Cohen
 Community Shares Of Minnesota 
 Jennifer Crawford
 Bonnie Swanson Daniels
 Bruce Danielson
 Donald M Davies

 Ronald W. Davis
 John Davis and Ann Patrice
 Jeff DeGree
 Michael and Michelle DeVaughn
 Charles and Joan Diessner
 James R. Ditzler
 Dennis W Dunne
 E. K. Johnson Construction
 Charles D Edwards
 Joe Egan
 Geoff Elfstrum
 Eugene Engebretson
 William Engelhardt and 
 Stephanie  Vagle
 Eric Andersen/Continental 
 Engr & Mfg.
 David J and Gwen Evans
 Katherine Joan Evans
 Ryan David Fisher
 David Flesner
 Philip L. and Debbie Flodin
 Robert Friedman
 Jeffrey Frommelt
 Calvin W Gage
 Mark and Rosemary Gagstetter
 Dan Galbraith
 Jeremy Gale
 Kathy Garmezy
 Patricia Gerhan
 Brent Giebink
 Mimi Graceman Gleekel
 Luella and Stanley Goldberg
 Susan Shark Goldenberg
 Geoffrey D Gould
 Tom Gould
 Bruce and Elona Graff
 Marshall J. Graney
 Jon and Anne Greer
 Gordon and Helen Griller
 M Elizabeth Gyllstrom
 Barbara and Bruce Halgren
 Tina Ham Peterson and 
 Ric Peterson
 Dale Hammerschmidt M.D. 
 and Mary Arneson M.D.
 Stephen and Mary Hannes
 Peter Hanson
 John Harden
 Bret Hartley
 Kathleen and William Haug

 Robert A. and Sharon 
 Olson Heiberg
 Jesse Hennum
 Dennis and Jo Henriksen
 James Hermodson
 Barbara R (Porter) Hestness
 Barbara J. Hillman
 Frederick Hird
 Anita M Halverson Hoffman
 Lori Kivo Hoffman
 Scott and Ann Holdahl
 David Holmberg and Ann 
Holmberg Sirota
 Charles Holmes
 Ryan L Holten
 Mary Ireland-Swenson
 Raymond J and Judy Lee Jackson
 Robert C Jackson
 Thomas and Judith Jackson
 Duane Jacobson
 James Salmon Trust 
 Craig Jeffery
 Bonnie B. Johnson
 Curtis G. Johnson
 Karen Wiggins Johnson
 David W. Johnston
 Lisa Jorgensen Dongoske
 Tim and Sue Kennedy
 Blaine and Lyndel King
 Bill Kosfeld
 William R. Kostick
 Dick Krentz
 David H. Krieger
 Renato and Christine Krsnik
 Karl and Katherine Krueger
 Michelle Kuklinski
 Sarah Kuzel Leslie
 Brett and Lynda Lange
 David M and Virginia Larson
 Elizabeth Ewald Larson
 Jon D. and Linda L. Larson
 Robin J. Larson
 Marlene J. Lawson
 Elizabeth Breid Leach
 Marianne Mcginley Leier
 Harriet Greenberg Levine
 Dorothy Levy
 Stephen E. Lieberman
 Leslie P Livingston
 Daniel and Marsha Loewenson6
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ARTS
”Hair,” other plays allow for more student participation
The fall musical “Hair” took a trip back in time to the tumultuous late 1960s. Director, John Lynn, 
chose the rock musical because: “It seems more relevant today than it has been in years -- 
students protesting etc. The other reason I love ‘Hair’ is that it is truly an ensemble show. The 
entire cast rarely leaves the stage which is pretty rare for most musicals.” 

Approximately 60 students were involved in “Hair.” This year, the timing of the plays has 
changed. The shows will no longer overlap, allowing more students to be involved throughout 
the year. During the 2019-20 school year, there will be a fall musical, one-act play, winter play 
and a spring musical. 

The spring musical will be crowd-favorite Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera.” In 
January, for the fi rst time, Washburn will host the Minnesota State High School League One-Act 
Play Competition. Join us in the Washburn High School auditorium for all of the shows. 

Dates:
    • Jan. 22 & 23: MSHSL One Act Competition
    • Feb. 27-29, Mar. 1: Winter Play
    • Apr. 30, May 1-3, May 7-10: Phantom of the Opera

Meet the new Choir Director, Tim Buzza
Choir director Tim Buzza may be new to Washburn High School (WHS), but he is no 
stranger to the Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS). He has been teaching in the MPS for 
23 years. He started at Franklin Middle School, taught at Patrick Henry High School, then 
at Thomas Edison High School. He also taught at Augsburg University and the University 
of Minnesota, where he is now fi nishing his PhD in music education. We are so lucky to 
have him take on the WHS program after Nancy Lee’s retirement in June.

When asked about why he likes to teach high schoolers, Buzza said: “Joy. Making music 
with others should be a euphoric experience. I want them to LOVE choir – because of the 
positive emotional bond that is created - and because of the challenge and resulting 
growth that happens for them vocally and musically. I want them to love it because they 
further understand the powerful impact that their beautiful singing can have on others 
in their community. And I want them to love choir because singing with others should 
be fun. Very fun.”

When Buzza is not at school, he loves to listen to classical and jazz music, and he loves 
to sing along to “folky-country” in the car. When not parenting their two teenagers, he 
and his wife are part of a local band “Potluck and the Hot Dishes.”

Buzza said he wants to bring the students a sense of empowerment; “THEY can do this 
… I am just here to help.” 

3
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Sports roundup
Cheerleading The Miller cheerleading program acquired new head coach, Michelle Nelson, 
in 2016 and the program has been getting stronger every year. This year there are 21 dedicated 
student athletes who are part of the fall team, representing grades 9-12. The team worked hard over 
the summer to learn new and challenging stunts. They attended cheer camp before school started to 
ensure they were ready to cheer on the Millers all season long! This team is sure to bring a new level 
of excitement and energy to Miller athletic events.

Soccer – Girls The Washburn girls’ soccer program has four teams that play competitive 
schedules while challenging themselves to improve each day, individually, as a team and as 
a program. They had an exciting 2-0 win over Holy Angels at Super Soccer Saturday, and they 
celebrated 15 seniors and their families during the senior night game. The picture is of the entire 
soccer program from their annual Miller Cup, where teams and grades are combined to compete and 
have fun together. They are proud to represent Washburn.

Volleyball Washburn volleyball welcomed an entire new coaching staff this year, starting 
with head coach Jasmine Draper, who also works in the special education department at Washburn. 
Draper brought on junior varsity coach, Jenn Christenson, sophomore coach, Ashley Green, and 
B-squad coach, Ruby Torres. Approximately 50 girls are participating on the four teams this year, 
and Draper is hoping to add a fi fth team next year to accommodate the high interest in volleyball 
at Washburn. Varsity has played some tough teams this season, but despite a 6-5 record (3-0 in 
conference), is on a positive trajectory now – working hard, playing well, playing like a team and 
giving the crowds a lot to cheer about. Beating Southwest High School in their gym in four sets was the season highlight!

Swim Team – Girls The Tigers-Millers-Teddies (TMT) swim team combines Washburn, South and Roosevelt swimmers into one team. 
We have three captains, seniors Anika Johnson and Naomi Walthour from Washburn, and Katie Wight from Roosevelt.  Our team’s dedication to the 
sport includes eight practices a week at our home pool, Phillips Community Center, in addition to weekly swim meets.

Tennis – Girls

Washburn High School (WHS) Girls’ Tennis welcomed a conference record 60 players out for the team. Led by fi rst year head coach, Ryan Hoag, 
and senior captains Matilda Prentice and Eliana Pierotti, the team played over 30 matches this year to prepare themselves to take down perennial 
champion Southwest High School (SWHS). Mission accomplished! In the fi nal match of the regular season WHS beat SWHS 5-2 to win the city 
championship for only the second time since 1992. They followed this up by beating St. Paul Harding 5-2 to win their fi rst Twin Cities Championship 
since 1992 as well. The future is very bright for WHS girls’ tennis!

Soccer – Boys

Washburn High School (WHS) boys’ soccer had more than 90 players on fi ve 
teams this fall and played one of the most competitive schedules in the state. 
The program’s culture is focused on getting better every day--both on and off 
the fi eld. The varsity team reloaded with top talent again and was ranked in 
the Top Ten all season. The program’s best day came on Saturday, September 
14th, when two buses full of players volunteered at Feed My Starving Children. 
In two hours, the fi ve teams packaged enough rice to feed 203 children for 
one year in Malawi, a country still recovering from a massive natural disaster 
this past spring. Well done Millers!

4
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Virginia Mae Nelson Mooty Scholarship – Class of 1940 co-valedictorian

Virginia “Ginny” Mae Nelson graduated co-valedictorian from Washburn High School (WHS) in 1940, two months 

after her sixteenth birthday. At WHS, she was a member of the Glee Club, National Honor Society, G.A.A., 

Girls “W” Club, City Wide Wearer, Magnets Girl Reserves, U.C. Club – the service organization for WSS, and the 

Class Play Properties Committee. One of her co-valedictorians, Clark MacGregor, who went on to become a

 United States Congressman wrote in her yearbook, “Poise+perseverance+brains = success – you’ve got them 

all.” Her other co-valedictorian, the brilliant and kind Mary Adeline Halvorson, remained one of Ginny Mae’s 

best lifelong friends. 

Ginny Mae was also active at St. John’s Lutheran Church, located at 49th and Nicollet, across the street from

 WHS. Ginny Mae went on to the University of Minnesota and graduated in 1943 at age 19 with a Bachelor of 

Science with high distinction. While active in many college activities, politics became her primary passion. 

She was a moderate and became the chairwoman of the Young Republicans. She ultimately married the 

chairman of the Young Republicans, lawyer John Mooty. After getting married, Ginny Mae quit her business 

career in the publishing industry to raise their three sons.  She remained very active in Minnesota politics 

and served as the State Chairwoman of the Republican Party and a delegate to state and national conventions. 

She was often called upon to speak at conventions and was routinely asked to introduce senators, governors, a vice president who became 

president and other national politicians who were speaking at events in Minnesota. Unfortunately, her brilliance ended prematurely when she 

tragically died at age 40. Her annual scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate academic excellence with the hope that recipients will 

follow in Ginny Mae’s footsteps to further their education and use their excellent gifts and talents to have a positive and signifi cant impact in their 

communities.

Leave a legacy for Washburn High School

The Washburn High School (WHS) Foundation’s endowment fund grows each year due to legacy gifts from generous donors. When our endowment 

grows, the WHS Foundation’s annual support to the faculty and students of WHS also grows.

If you are considering an estate gift to the WHS Foundation here are some steps to follow:

 1. Review the “Specifi c Gifts/Bequests” section of your will to confi rm if previously named people or institutions are still valid.

 2. Review your benefi ciary designations on all retirement accounts, such as life insurance policies, workplace retirement assets and  

     annuities, to confi rm if previously named people or institutions are still valid.

 3. If the WHS Foundation is not currently listed, please consider adding the WHS Foundation as a partial benefi ciary to your Will and/or  

     retirement accounts.

 4. If you decide to add the WHS Foundation as a benefactor to any part of your estate plan, we strongly recommend you contact your  

    estate planning attorney to help you do this.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please call WHS Foundation Treasurer, Jeremy Graff, at (612) 668-3483 or email him at 

info@washburnconnections.org.

5
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Soccer – Girls The Washburn girls’ soccer program has four teams that play competitive 
schedules while challenging themselves to improve each day, individually, as a team and as 
a program. They had an exciting 2-0 win over Holy Angels at Super Soccer Saturday, and they 
celebrated 15 seniors and their families during the senior night game. The picture is of the entire 
soccer program from their annual Miller Cup, where teams and grades are combined to compete and 
have fun together. They are proud to represent Washburn.

Volleyball Washburn volleyball welcomed an entire new coaching staff this year, starting 
with head coach Jasmine Draper, who also works in the special education department at Washburn. 
Draper brought on junior varsity coach, Jenn Christenson, sophomore coach, Ashley Green, and 
B-squad coach, Ruby Torres. Approximately 50 girls are participating on the four teams this year, 
and Draper is hoping to add a fi fth team next year to accommodate the high interest in volleyball 
at Washburn. Varsity has played some tough teams this season, but despite a 6-5 record (3-0 in 
conference), is on a positive trajectory now – working hard, playing well, playing like a team and 
giving the crowds a lot to cheer about. Beating Southwest High School in their gym in four sets was the season highlight!

Swim Team – Girls The Tigers-Millers-Teddies (TMT) swim team combines Washburn, South and Roosevelt swimmers into one team. 
We have three captains, seniors Anika Johnson and Naomi Walthour from Washburn, and Katie Wight from Roosevelt.  Our team’s dedication to the 
sport includes eight practices a week at our home pool, Phillips Community Center, in addition to weekly swim meets.

Tennis – Girls

Washburn High School (WHS) Girls’ Tennis welcomed a conference record 60 players out for the team. Led by fi rst year head coach, Ryan Hoag, 
and senior captains Matilda Prentice and Eliana Pierotti, the team played over 30 matches this year to prepare themselves to take down perennial 
champion Southwest High School (SWHS). Mission accomplished! In the fi nal match of the regular season WHS beat SWHS 5-2 to win the city 
championship for only the second time since 1992. They followed this up by beating St. Paul Harding 5-2 to win their fi rst Twin Cities Championship 
since 1992 as well. The future is very bright for WHS girls’ tennis!

Soccer – Boys

Washburn High School (WHS) boys’ soccer had more than 90 players on fi ve 
teams this fall and played one of the most competitive schedules in the state. 
The program’s culture is focused on getting better every day--both on and off 
the fi eld. The varsity team reloaded with top talent again and was ranked in 
the Top Ten all season. The program’s best day came on Saturday, September 
14th, when two buses full of players volunteered at Feed My Starving Children. 
In two hours, the fi ve teams packaged enough rice to feed 203 children for 
one year in Malawi, a country still recovering from a massive natural disaster 
this past spring. Well done Millers!
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Virginia Mae Nelson Mooty Scholarship – Class of 1940 co-valedictorian

Virginia “Ginny” Mae Nelson graduated co-valedictorian from Washburn High School (WHS) in 1940, two months 

after her sixteenth birthday. At WHS, she was a member of the Glee Club, National Honor Society, G.A.A., 

Girls “W” Club, City Wide Wearer, Magnets Girl Reserves, U.C. Club – the service organization for WSS, and the 

Class Play Properties Committee. One of her co-valedictorians, Clark MacGregor, who went on to become a

 United States Congressman wrote in her yearbook, “Poise+perseverance+brains = success – you’ve got them 

all.” Her other co-valedictorian, the brilliant and kind Mary Adeline Halvorson, remained one of Ginny Mae’s 

best lifelong friends. 

Ginny Mae was also active at St. John’s Lutheran Church, located at 49th and Nicollet, across the street from

 WHS. Ginny Mae went on to the University of Minnesota and graduated in 1943 at age 19 with a Bachelor of 

Science with high distinction. While active in many college activities, politics became her primary passion. 

She was a moderate and became the chairwoman of the Young Republicans. She ultimately married the 

chairman of the Young Republicans, lawyer John Mooty. After getting married, Ginny Mae quit her business 

career in the publishing industry to raise their three sons.  She remained very active in Minnesota politics 

and served as the State Chairwoman of the Republican Party and a delegate to state and national conventions. 

She was often called upon to speak at conventions and was routinely asked to introduce senators, governors, a vice president who became 

president and other national politicians who were speaking at events in Minnesota. Unfortunately, her brilliance ended prematurely when she 

tragically died at age 40. Her annual scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate academic excellence with the hope that recipients will 

follow in Ginny Mae’s footsteps to further their education and use their excellent gifts and talents to have a positive and signifi cant impact in their 

communities.

Leave a legacy for Washburn High School

The Washburn High School (WHS) Foundation’s endowment fund grows each year due to legacy gifts from generous donors. When our endowment 

grows, the WHS Foundation’s annual support to the faculty and students of WHS also grows.

If you are considering an estate gift to the WHS Foundation here are some steps to follow:

 1. Review the “Specifi c Gifts/Bequests” section of your will to confi rm if previously named people or institutions are still valid.

 2. Review your benefi ciary designations on all retirement accounts, such as life insurance policies, workplace retirement assets and  

     annuities, to confi rm if previously named people or institutions are still valid.

 3. If the WHS Foundation is not currently listed, please consider adding the WHS Foundation as a partial benefi ciary to your Will and/or  

     retirement accounts.

 4. If you decide to add the WHS Foundation as a benefactor to any part of your estate plan, we strongly recommend you contact your  

    estate planning attorney to help you do this.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please call WHS Foundation Treasurer, Jeremy Graff, at (612) 668-3483 or email him at 

info@washburnconnections.org.

5



THE LEGACY NEWSLETTER    FALL 2019      VOLUME 37

Thank you, donors!
The Washburn High School Foundation would like to thank the following people who made donations between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. 

Because of you, we are able to continue our goal of making Washburn High School the top high school in Minneapolis with the best teachers, the 
best resources and the best-prepared students for the future. Thank you for your continuous support and donations!

Scholar $10,000+

 Estate of Charles Standing 
 Estate of Lowel Figen
 Robert and Kathy Greiling
 Kopp Family Foundation 
 John W. Mooty

Gold Medalist $1,000-$4,999

 Paula and Kevin Ario
 Mark and Carrie Bachman
 Steven Beck
 Jerry Bergfalk
 Sally A. Callhan
 Robert J. and Janet Christianson
 Mill City Cleaning
 Tom and Paula Crouch
 Holly Firehammer
 Robert and Kathy Greiling
 Karin Jean Grossman
 Bruce and Jean Grussing
 Stuart and Gail Hanson
 Richard (Dick) and 
 Elizabeth Kinyon
 Brian Love and Ann Sonnesyn
 Karl J Nelson
 William B   Bill Nelson
 Dan Oberpriller
 Maryan Schall
 Tina Sherman
 Carin and Bill Simpson
 Joseph P. Sullivan
 John and Carrie Tietz
 Pat Wuest
 Estate Of Barbara Connelly 

Miller Pride $500-$999

 Todd and Shari Anderson
 Philip B Bell
 Ted E and Julie Dyste
 Elizabeth Fisher
 Lynn R. Fulton
 Jim Furber
 Karen Wiggins Johnson
 Brett and Lynda Lange

 Tristen and Steve Lindemann
 Doug and Leslie Melnyk
 John W. Nyquist
 Ronald James Peterson
 Craig D Ruhsam
 The Tipping Family Foundation 

Washburn Connectors
$100-$499

 Eric Andersen
 Amy Anderson
 Barbara C Adams Anderson
 John M. Anderson
 Paul Anderson
 Roger C. Anderson
 David Ario
 Joel Ario
 Kari and Leon Ball
 Louise Moe and Donn Barber
 Edward C. Bather
 William H (Bill) Baxter
 Jane Becker
 Alix Hagman Behm
 Toni A. and James A. Beitz
 Herbert Bell
 Michael B. Belzer
 Mick Benson
 Herbert and Lynne Benz
 Jerrold F Bergfalk
 Tom Bergseth
 Robert (Ted) Bergstrom
 Robert S Berkwitz
 Roger Beauchaine
 John Boyt
 James Bracket
 John & Phyllis Brenneman
 David Brown and Karen Strand
 Vicki Bunker
 John and Jane Burton
 Dayton C Carlson
 Susan Clausen Casey
 Marilyn Miller Chapman
 Henry W. and Linda Cohen
 Community Shares Of Minnesota 
 Jennifer Crawford
 Bonnie Swanson Daniels
 Bruce Danielson
 Donald M Davies

 Ronald W. Davis
 John Davis and Ann Patrice
 Jeff DeGree
 Michael and Michelle DeVaughn
 Charles and Joan Diessner
 James R. Ditzler
 Dennis W Dunne
 E. K. Johnson Construction
 Charles D Edwards
 Joe Egan
 Geoff Elfstrum
 Eugene Engebretson
 William Engelhardt and 
 Stephanie  Vagle
 Eric Andersen/Continental 
 Engr & Mfg.
 David J and Gwen Evans
 Katherine Joan Evans
 Ryan David Fisher
 David Flesner
 Philip L. and Debbie Flodin
 Robert Friedman
 Jeffrey Frommelt
 Calvin W Gage
 Mark and Rosemary Gagstetter
 Dan Galbraith
 Jeremy Gale
 Kathy Garmezy
 Patricia Gerhan
 Brent Giebink
 Mimi Graceman Gleekel
 Luella and Stanley Goldberg
 Susan Shark Goldenberg
 Geoffrey D Gould
 Tom Gould
 Bruce and Elona Graff
 Marshall J. Graney
 Jon and Anne Greer
 Gordon and Helen Griller
 M Elizabeth Gyllstrom
 Barbara and Bruce Halgren
 Tina Ham Peterson and 
 Ric Peterson
 Dale Hammerschmidt M.D. 
 and Mary Arneson M.D.
 Stephen and Mary Hannes
 Peter Hanson
 John Harden
 Bret Hartley
 Kathleen and William Haug

 Robert A. and Sharon 
 Olson Heiberg
 Jesse Hennum
 Dennis and Jo Henriksen
 James Hermodson
 Barbara R (Porter) Hestness
 Barbara J. Hillman
 Frederick Hird
 Anita M Halverson Hoffman
 Lori Kivo Hoffman
 Scott and Ann Holdahl
 David Holmberg and Ann 
Holmberg Sirota
 Charles Holmes
 Ryan L Holten
 Mary Ireland-Swenson
 Raymond J and Judy Lee Jackson
 Robert C Jackson
 Thomas and Judith Jackson
 Duane Jacobson
 James Salmon Trust 
 Craig Jeffery
 Bonnie B. Johnson
 Curtis G. Johnson
 Karen Wiggins Johnson
 David W. Johnston
 Lisa Jorgensen Dongoske
 Tim and Sue Kennedy
 Blaine and Lyndel King
 Bill Kosfeld
 William R. Kostick
 Dick Krentz
 David H. Krieger
 Renato and Christine Krsnik
 Karl and Katherine Krueger
 Michelle Kuklinski
 Sarah Kuzel Leslie
 Brett and Lynda Lange
 David M and Virginia Larson
 Elizabeth Ewald Larson
 Jon D. and Linda L. Larson
 Robin J. Larson
 Marlene J. Lawson
 Elizabeth Breid Leach
 Marianne Mcginley Leier
 Harriet Greenberg Levine
 Dorothy Levy
 Stephen E. Lieberman
 Leslie P Livingston
 Daniel and Marsha Loewenson6
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ARTS
”Hair,” other plays allow for more student participation
The fall musical “Hair” took a trip back in time to the tumultuous late 1960s. Director, John Lynn, 
chose the rock musical because: “It seems more relevant today than it has been in years -- 
students protesting etc. The other reason I love ‘Hair’ is that it is truly an ensemble show. The 
entire cast rarely leaves the stage which is pretty rare for most musicals.” 

Approximately 60 students were involved in “Hair.” This year, the timing of the plays has 
changed. The shows will no longer overlap, allowing more students to be involved throughout 
the year. During the 2019-20 school year, there will be a fall musical, one-act play, winter play 
and a spring musical. 

The spring musical will be crowd-favorite Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera.” In 
January, for the fi rst time, Washburn will host the Minnesota State High School League One-Act 
Play Competition. Join us in the Washburn High School auditorium for all of the shows. 

Dates:
    • Jan. 22 & 23: MSHSL One Act Competition
    • Feb. 27-29, Mar. 1: Winter Play
    • Apr. 30, May 1-3, May 7-10: Phantom of the Opera

Meet the new Choir Director, Tim Buzza
Choir director Tim Buzza may be new to Washburn High School (WHS), but he is no 
stranger to the Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS). He has been teaching in the MPS for 
23 years. He started at Franklin Middle School, taught at Patrick Henry High School, then 
at Thomas Edison High School. He also taught at Augsburg University and the University 
of Minnesota, where he is now fi nishing his PhD in music education. We are so lucky to 
have him take on the WHS program after Nancy Lee’s retirement in June.

When asked about why he likes to teach high schoolers, Buzza said: “Joy. Making music 
with others should be a euphoric experience. I want them to LOVE choir – because of the 
positive emotional bond that is created - and because of the challenge and resulting 
growth that happens for them vocally and musically. I want them to love it because they 
further understand the powerful impact that their beautiful singing can have on others 
in their community. And I want them to love choir because singing with others should 
be fun. Very fun.”

When Buzza is not at school, he loves to listen to classical and jazz music, and he loves 
to sing along to “folky-country” in the car. When not parenting their two teenagers, he 
and his wife are part of a local band “Potluck and the Hot Dishes.”

Buzza said he wants to bring the students a sense of empowerment; “THEY can do this 
… I am just here to help.” 
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Principal’s Update
We are off to a great start at Washburn this fall! Our enrollment is steady, as 

of Oct. 1, our offi cial count was 1640 students. We appreciate that Washburn 
continues to be a destination school for so many families. 

We are in year two of a 3-year school improvement plan (SIP). Our goals focus on 
improving graduation rates and differentiating instruction to meet the needs 
of all learners, especially our advanced learners and learners who need more 
support.

We were thrilled to see our 2018 graduation rates rose in all categories. Our 
overall graduation rate tied Southwest High School for best in the city at 87%. 
The state will not release 2019 data until February, but we are confi dent that our 
efforts are continuing to bear fruit. 

This year, we added some fantastic people to our faculty and staff. We have two 
great new social workers and eight new, but mostly very experienced, teachers. 
We also added two new deans, one Spanish-speaking and one Somali-speaking, 
which was an important goal for our families. 

Unfortunately, our budget is tight this year. We no longer qualify for Title 1 
funds because only 36% of our students qualify for free/reduced lunch. This 
means less compensatory revenue as well, leaving us with less funding for non-
teaching staff and supplies. We prioritize personnel over supplies, especially 
the fi ve counselors and four deans who help keep our school stable. 

Support from the Washburn High School (WHS) Foundation is more important 
than ever. Foundation grants allow us to buy things we couldn’t otherwise 
afford, like logo welcome mats, logo athletic tents, new tables and dollies, and 
the beautiful aquarium in the new science wing.  

The mini-grants from the Foundation also help 
our teachers - $650 per teacher makes a 
difference, and they really appreciate it. So 
a big THANK YOU to all our alumni and donors 
who so generously support our WHS Foundation. 
You make a difference! 

ACADEMICS MINI-GRANT - Nearly $40,000 
given to Washburn High School 
teachers, coaches and staff.
“These grants have helped generate some of the most meaningful learning experiences our 
students encounter throughout their time at Washburn,” said Jim Schmit, a Washburn High School 
(WHS) English teacher.

More than 50 grant requests from WHS educators, coaches, and staff were submitted this fall, 
and a total of $39,000 was awarded to enrich all WHS students’ educational experiences. We 
are extremely pleased with the diverse ways our funds impact student’s learning and their high 
school experiences.

One came from four teachers representing different departments: social studies, English, theatre 
arts and federal setting 3. These teachers will bring more than 200 students to Penumbra 
Theatre’s well-regarded and thought-provoking play “Pipeline.” 

 “This play focuses on the experiences of many black students in the education system. We would 
like to bring students to this play to open up a dialogue around race, academia and the prison 
pipeline system and then get curious about how this impacts students of color at Washburn,” said 
Drama/Theater Teacher Crystal Spring.

We also received the fi rst request from the girls’ tennis team. Under new coach, Ryan Hoag, the 
program has doubled in size this season and the Millers won the conference title for the fi rst time 
since 1992. Your funds provided a ball machine for this growing program. Go Millers!

Dr. Emily Palmer, Principal

Front row: Delane Woods (student dean), Crystal Spring 
(black box theatre teacher), Jim Schmit (Instructional 
Specialist)
Back row: Kevin Zonnefeld (social studies teacher, Ana 
Arevalo (ELL teacher), Lately Mazzitello (student dean)”
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International Baccalaureate diploma recipients fi nd rewards
Washburn High School (WHS) is proud of the 11 students who earned the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma in 2019. This is our second year in a row with a double-digit 
number of students earning this diploma, which is the most rigorous course of study available at the high school level. 

The Class of 2020 has 17 IB diploma candidates this year. IB courses offer not only a strong curriculum, but instructional strategies focused on critical and creative thinking 
with a global perspective. 

To earn this diploma, students must take IB-level classes their junior and senior years, and achieve a certain score on all of the IB exams. They also need to complete an 
extended essay on a topic of their choice as well as document hours of extracurricular activities and service to the community. 

In 2019, senior Evalyn “Evie” Bair was accepted to University of Wisconsin-Madison, and because of her IB diploma was awarded credit for her entire freshman year. She started 
in the fall as a sophomore. Her mom, Karen, said, “When she started the IB journey this “win” was not part of our knowledge, and although I advocate that IB candidates 
should do it because they want to, this fi nancial upside will afford her additional opportunities during her college years that we did not expect.” Evie credits her teachers 
throughout her four years at WHS for preparing her well for college. Congratulations Evie!

Other 2019 IB diploma students are now attending top colleges including West Point Military Academy and Wesleyan University.
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 Dana Lonn
 Kristin Wright Louden
 Amy C Swenson Magnusson
 Bradley Mahannah
 Stephen and Brenda Mahannah
 Jeanne Massey and Paul Taylor
 Patrick Kenneth McCoy
 John and Cindy McCreary
 Walter E Meadley  Jr
 Wesley Mellgren
 Marlene Vartdal Meyer
 Chris and Cathy Middlebrook
 Robert & Bonita Mitchell
 Tilman Moe
 Tom and Karen Swenson Moe
 Geraldine Mooers
 Daniel K Moore
 Steve and Wendy Moore
 John C (Jack) and Char Mueller
 Joelle Murray
 David T Mykkeltvedt
 Jim Nelson
 Jay and Staci Nesbit
 Stuart Nielsen
 Craig Norvell
 David and Barbara Odegard
 Theron Odlaug
 Dale and Kathleen Olson
 Jason and Jaki Ortmeier
 Judith F Paine
 Charles and Joanne Parsons
 David and Angel Paulson
 Rev. James F Peters
 Brad Peterson and Anne Hoops
 Ross and Gail Peterson
 John and Joan W. Petroff 
 Living Trust
 Daniel E Pike
 Perry C. Plank
 Laura Putnam
 Jeffrey and Lisa Quist
 John Radtke
 Evan and Becky Reed
 Judith Anderson Remington
 Richard Reuter
 Deb Reutter
 Lawrence A. Rivers
 Susan Robiner
 Douglas F Roome
 Charles Russell
 Kim Osborne Salistean
 Nancy and Tom Saxhaug
 Denise Scharlemann
 Alan M Schlesinger
 Herbert A. Schoening
 Camille Schroeder
 Darren Selberg

 Keith Shifrin
 Cheryl A and Bruce Skalbeck
 E. Walter Slibeck
 Ann Smith
 Sheri Smith
 Rolf E and Roberta Sonnesyn
 Jim Stelzig
 Judith Hatling Stitt
John and Kathy Stone
 Stoos-Tysver Family Trust 
 Kevin Strawman
 Nadine (Toddy) Grill Sturdevant
 David J Sutton
 G. Rolf Svendsen
 Tom H. Swain
 Chuck and Barbara Swanson
 Ralph and Bonnie 
 Wachter Swenby
 Jacquelyn Tennant
 Randy Thompson
 Thompson Trust 
 Joshua J Tjaden
 Eric and Gretchen Tuck
 James Tucker
 Robert E. Vik
 Stephen Wallfred
 Bill and Cecilia Walsh
 William K. Wangensteen
 Allen W. Wehr
 Judy Wehr
 David and Sara Weingartner
 Paul Welschinger
 Jeffrey S Werner
 Ronald Whitchurch
 John White
 Katherine L. Winter
 Annadell and 
 Jeffery Witta Christman
 Doris Wong
 M. K. Woods
 Michael Woods
 Phillip J Zavada

Reunion, Washburn ‘59

Boosters $1-$99

 Jeffrey Alberts
 Mary Frederick Ames
 Joel Andell
 C Wilson and R Pauline Anderson
 Eric Anderson
 Anonymous
 JoAnne M Arndt
 Andrew and Katherine Bachman
 Thomas W Balcom
 Barbara Bauer

 Roger Beauchaine
 Steven Beck
 Thomas A Belka
 John H Berglund
 Casey Bergseth
 Richard S Bezdeny
 Gwili Blair
 Thomas Loren Bodger
 Rick Brimacomb
 James and Edith Broten
 Frederic and Karen Brown
 Sally Brown
 Charles (Charlie) Browning
 Karlotta C Heckrich Carlson
 Jeffrey Carstens
 Timothy Christopher Carstens
 George O Christoferson
 Christopher Clancy
 Rose N. Cohen-Brown
 Megan Conners
 John A Cullen
 Rich Dahl
 Shannon Dahl
 James and Judy Daugherty
 John and Pamela Deering
 Jeanette Dunham
 Mark DuPont and 
 Kate Price-Dupont
 Andrea Durbin
 Robert A. Dyste Trust
 Bruce and Sandy Eichinger
 Mike Elness
 Kelly Engbrecht
 Matt Engen
 Erik Engholm
Jeanne Taylor Erickson
 Susan E Erickson
 Matthew Evans
 Simon Evans
 Carl R and Elsie Evenson
 John P Farrell
 Dave Fisher
 William D and Sonja Flory
 Todd Fritz
 Vincent Garry
 James A Gibson
 Stuart D. Gibson
 Melissa Gjerde
 Jeremy and Sarah Graff
 Douglas A Greven
 Glen Gustafson
 Richard E Hage
 Grace A Ross Han
 Kenneth R Hande   Md
 Brad Hansen
 Eileen E. Hanson-Kelly
 Jeanne M Harkness

 Janet Hatch
 Caroline  Dean Herr
 Jill Eileen Peterson Heuring
 Lynn and Diane Hitchcock Hiden
 William E Hill
 Robert M Hilleque and 
 Linda Bergh
 Carol T. Hipps
 Kyle Hogan
 Charles Holmes
 Brent Holten
 James Huckle
 Grace Huenemann
 William Huttner
 Frederick Ingersoll
 Ethan K Johnson
 Karen L. Johnson
 Noah Johnson
 Paul Johnson
 Susan Richmond Johnson
 Terrance Johnson
 William R Jorgenson
 Thomas W. Keljik
 Tonu Kiesel
 Kip (Irving.P.) Knelman
 Todd Knutson
 Emily Kornecki
 Larry Kriedberg
 Kraig Kuelbs
 Dorothy Raetz Kunze
 John W and Ann Labree Jr
 Nancy D. Langer
 Donald Larson
 Peter J Lee
 Carol E Lindberg
 Jean Jorgenson Linne
 Polly Cochran Madson
 Dennis Maetzold
 Carol Wachter Mannetter
 Nathan Marsten
 Richard and Lynn Martin
 Kathleen Nelson Mathiesen
 Jean McHugh
 Christine Meloni
 Susan Metsala
 Georgean Mettler
 Paul and Barbara Mikelson
 Alan D. Mogck
 Saralee Dworsky Mogilner
 Jon Nicholson
 Randy Niemiec
 Dorothy Nordness
 Byron Nordstrom
 David Novak
 Dan Oberpriller
 Pamela R. Olson
 Douglas L Olson 7



 Roy H Olson
 Pam Olson Wallin
 Michael and Mary Orman
 Katie Orr
 Donald David Owen and 
 Meg  Deland
 Doug Palbicki
 Judith Peacock
 Dorothy G. Petersen
 Shane Peterson
 Paul Peyrat
 Charles R Pickett
 Taylor Quinlan
 Fred Raiche
 Cynthia Ralls
 Barbara Rawley
 Evan and Becky Reed
 Ronald Riess and Janet 
Timmerman
 Adam Rogall
 John M. Rosen
 Janice Swanson Sammelson
 Richard Sandeen
 Richard Scarlett
 Derek Schmit
 Robert Schweitzer
 John Sieff
 Emilie (Edie) Davidson Slape
 Nate Slinde
 Sheila McCarthy Smith
 Alice Sorenson
 Margaret Spriggs and 
 Jim Hanneman
 Mary Spriggs
 Nancy C. State
 Paul Steiner
 Myrna Rose Strand

 John Stratton
 Dean A. Stromwall
 Sylvia Sykora
 Sam Ternes
 Jerry Teschendorf
 Tom and Cora Thiss
 Mary Thompson
 Howard I Thorsheim
 Lois Tigay
 Lee H Trelstad
 James M Urnes Sr
 Nicholas Vagle
 Deborah Van Valkenburgh
 Robert E. Vik
 Jean Lammers Volna
 Paige Van Vorst
 John and Ellen Walthour
 Peter Warner
 Ryan T Watts
 Michael Welbaum
 Kevin Yellick
 Aaron Paul Youngdahl
 Peter Youngdahl
 Mitchell C Zavada
 Gen. Financial Management

Honorarium/Memorial

In honor of Ann Marie Olson ‘87;  
 Laurie Olson Wells ‘90’; 
 Cooper Wells, 2018;
  Ellie Wells, 2021
In honor of Bill and 
 Judy McGoldrick
In honor of Class of 1956
In honor of Class of 1978
In honor of class of ‘56 

 members turning 80 in 2018
In honor of grandchildren 
 Augie Bent and Lewie Bent
In honor of Sylvester Cup 
 Scholarship Fund/John 
 Sylvester
In honor of The Beck/
  Bergstrom Family
In honor of Vicki Bunker
In memory of 1954 deceased  
 members of basketball team
In memory of Alex Light Jacobs
In memory of Anne Barber Dunlap
In memory of Arlene Swain
In memory of Bill Feidt ‘59
In memory of Bill Shinn (‘53)
In memory of Bruce Temte 
 and Mike Myers
In memory of Chris Hinerman
In memory of deceased members 
 of 1954 basketball team
In memory of Dennis Longren,  
 Dick Anderson, Alan Peterson
In memory of Dorothy 
 Hesper Stevenson
In memory of Douglass Addison  
 and Steve Luers
In memory of EA Kimball
In memory of Elizabeth June Sieff
In memory of 
 Ethan J. Monson-Dupries
In memory of Frank and 
 Georgette Ario
In memory of 
 Helen Hughes Winters and 
 Wm. Clarence Winters
In memory of Holly Willis ‘55

In memory of Janet L. Benson,  
 former WHS teacher
In memory of Jim Erickson (‘64)
In memory of John Bud and  
 Jeanne Carroll Class of ‘42
In memory of John Simus and  
 Larry Hendrickson
In memory of 
 Judy Nylin Strand (‘58)
In memory of Kris Erickson
In memory of Louise Everett King  
 and Bill Everett
In memory of 
 Marie Spong Mellgren (‘48)
In memory of 
 Mary Ann Sackett Bracket
In memory of
  Mary Sue Hanson Taylor
In memory of Matt Greenberg (‘55)
In memory of Nick Devit
In memory of 
 Ora McLaughlin, English Teacher
In memory of Parker Cramer, 
 Class of 1955
In memory of Pat Stubbs (‘61)
In memory of Peter Sovell ‘69
In memory of Peter Stitt ‘58
In memory of Taunee and 
 Mary Sue
In memory of Toni Stoll Orfi eld
In memory of Warren Gustafson  
 and Alan Nebelthau
In honor of William Lydell,   
former music teacher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 13: Jazz Band Winter Concert

December 16 - 17: Music Department Holiday 

Concerts

December 18-19: Blackbox Theater Showcase

February 27-29 and March 1: Winter Play

April 30, May 1-3, May 7-10: Phantom of the Opera

Please note that dates sometimes change. To 
confi rm dates and learn about other events visit 
www.washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar_of_events.
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Washburn High School Foundation
FALL 2019 201 West 49th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419-2588

Dear Friends, 

As I look back on another wonderful Washburn Homecoming weekend fi lled with rekindling 
connections with old friends, making new friends and memories, and celebrating our students 
and student-athletes in competition, I’m reminded of why I love Washburn. At Washburn, we have 
a strong, stable, community high school with a rich heritage of success in academics, arts, and 
athletics; and a great tradition of being interwoven into the community that makes the school 
and the surrounding neighborhoods better.

The Homecoming football game was a great autumn night fi lled with multiple pre-game parent- 
and alumni-hosted tailgate events, some of which were fundraisers for Washburn High School 
athletics or Foundation. The stands were packed with current and former Washburn students and 
families, neighbors and community members. It was a similar vibe for the Homecoming dance on 
Saturday, with students and parents spreading out across our community for pre-dance pictures 
and the students celebrating their “Millerdom” at the Homecoming dance held at Washburn. 

Washburn’s success story continues with many athletic teams experiencing success this fall. 
The arts continue to shine with the production of “Hair” this fall and new ceramics and choir 
teachers. Enrollment is holding steady at a very solid 1,640 students. The ever-challenging 
budget scenario has been met with equity and balance by the Principal Dr. Emily Palmer and the 
administrative team. There have been additions in key areas, including two new social workers, 
many experienced teachers and two new deans, one Spanish-speaking and one Somali-speaking, 
to maximize engagement with and support of Washburn’s wonderfully diverse student body.  

The hugely impactful Foundation mini-grant program continues to bring unique and valuable 
experiences and classroom additions to Washburn students, student-artists, and student-
athletes. Grants requested by the administrative team help to bring value-added amenities and 
beautifi cation to Washburn’s facilities and campus.

Numerous scholarships administered by the WHS Foundation continue to increase opportunities 
for Washburn students. In 2019, Washburn graduates once again showed their true “orange and 
blue” in an impressive list of post-secondary collegiate academic, athletic, and artistic pursuits 
as well as trade and apprenticeship opportunities.

Most importantly, all of this success doesn’t happen in a vacuum. Your support and advocacy 
has always been paramount to ensuring Washburn’s continued success. Please go to 
WashburnConnections.org or use the enclosed envelope to make a meaningful 
contribution to the Washburn High School Foundation. Thank you for your continued support!

Go Millers!

Mark Bachman, ‘91
President, Washburn High School Foundation
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